Attorneys

1. What are your feelings or opinions about criminal defense attorneys?

2. Have you ever had a bad experience with a criminal defense attorney? If yes, please tell us about that.

3. What are your feelings or opinions about prosecuting attorneys?

4. Have you ever had a bad experience with a prosecuting attorney? If yes, please tell us about that.

5. How can you tell if a WITNESS or ACCUSER  is telling the truth OR not?

6. There are some crimes that make people so angry that just because a person is accused of the crime, they believe he is guilty. Would you agree with that? Why?

7. What types of crimes can you think of that make you that angry?

8. Some people feel that the charge of   _______(ACCUSATION)_______

is so bad that when a man is accused of that crime, he is probably guilty. What is your opinion to that?

9. Many people have strong feelings about_____(ACCUSATION)___. Who on the jury panel has such strong feelings?

10. Given the strong feelings you have about people accused of ___(ACCUSATION)___, wouldn't you agree that   _________ is starting out with a strike against him/her?

11. Some people believe that the first  person who calls the police must have been the victim and  must be telling the truth. What do you think?

12. What are some reasons why a person would falsely accuse another person?

13.  Would it be easy or difficult for a person who calls the police  to convince a police officer that she is the victim?

14. Would it be easy or difficult for a person to convince a jury that she is the victim?

15. How would you feel if a person falsely accused you of  ____(offense)___?

16. What would you do if a person falsely accused you of  ____(offense)___?

17. Do you think it would be easy or hard to defend yourself against a false claim that you had ______(offense)___? Why?

18. Some people believe that every accusation of  _____(offense)____ should be considered true. What do you believe?

19. What would happen if every claim of  _____(offense)_____ was automatically considered true?

20.  Have any of you ever heard of a witness lying or fibbing about important things? Why?

21. What are some reasons that you can think of that a witness would not tell the truth?

22. Do you think an ACCUSER OR WITNESS   could make up a story about ____(offense)___? Why?

23. If an accuser or witness tells a false story to a police officer, do you think most  witnesses would continue to tell the story or would they admit that they made the story up? Why?

24. Have you ever worked or volunteered to work with law enforcement  in the past? Would you please share with us that situation.

25. If a law enforcement representative reinforces a witness's false story about an accusation, what would happen?

26. Has another person ever told you something that you believed then it turned out not to be true?

27. Weren't you absolutely convinced you that person was telling you the truth?

28. How did it make you feel when it turned out that other person had not been truthful to you?

FALSE ACCUSATIONS

29. Some people think other people would not make up a story about ____(offense)__. Other people believe that another person can make up such a story. What do you think?

30. What are some reasons why another person would falsely accuse another person of  ____ (offense)____?

31. There has also been a great deal of publicity about false allegations  and subsequent DNA tests exonerating the accused. What was your reaction?

32. Can you give me an example of when a person falsely accused you of something? How did that make you feel? Was it easy or difficult to convince this person you had not done anything wrong?

33. False accusations are usually hard to clear up. Why is that?

34. How hard would it be to clear up false accusations of ___(offense)__?

35. Some people believe that false charges can ruin a person’s life. What is your reaction to that?

INTEREST - STUDIES

36. Have you, any family member or close friend ever studied any of the following areas: Domestic violence, psychology, psychiatry, sociology?

37. Have you, any family member or close friend ever worked as a social worker, welfare worker, family service worker, psychologist, parapsychologist, psychiatrist, counselor, or similar occupation?

38. Have you or anyone you know ever worked for or volunteered for work with any group or association involving domestic violence? Please tell us about that person and with what group or association he or she was involved.

39. Have you, any family member or close friend ever wanted to go into social work or in the mental health profession?

JURY DUTY

40. Being a good citizen means voting, paying taxes and serving on jury duty. Being a good citizen does not mean that you must vote for a certain candidate, that you must pay the same amount of taxes each year or that you must be a juror on a certain case. A good juror is the one who says "this case makes me feel uncomfortable and is the not right case for me." How many jurors feel this way about this case?

41. How would your friends and family members react if you sat on a jury trial  and returned a verdict of not guilty?

42. Given what you know to this point about this case, why would you be a good juror?

43. If you were the one on trial instead of  _________, would you want someone such as yourself as a juror in this case? Why?

44. What qualities do you possess that you feel would make you a good juror in this case?

LOGIC/EMOTION

45. When an important decision has to be made, some people rely on logic and other people rely on their feelings. How would you describe yourself? Upon which one would you rely on if you had an important decision to make about yourself?

46. If you had an important decision to make about another person, would you rely on logic or emotions and feeling? Why?

OPINIONS/ATTITUDES

47. What can we do to stop or reduce the number of    (accusation)  ?

48. What can we do to stop or reduce the number of false allegations of (accusation) ?

49. What was your reaction when you heard the charges against ________?

PUNISHMENT

50. In a trial involving criminal charges there are two phases: one phase is for deciding guilty or not guilty; the other phase is known as the punishment phase. We do not expect to ever get to the  second phase of this trial, however, it is necessary that we explore your feelings about the various punishment options. What are your feelings about discussing this issue even though we believe the jury will find    ________________   not guilty?

51. If a person is found guilty of   _______________, what would you consider to be the appropriate punishment? Why?

52. What factors would you want to consider in determining an appropriate punishment?

53. People have many different reasons for wanting to impose a sentence on a person convicted of ____________________. Some reasons are for rehabilitation, punishment or retribution. Which would be your reason for imposing a sentence?

54. Some people could never consider probation for a person convicted of ________________. Other people feel the offender should be placed on probation and receive treatment. What do you feel?

REASONABLE DOUBT

55. What does reasonable doubt mean to you?

56. Do you think it is fair that a person can only be found guilty if the prosecution has proven it’s case “beyond a reasonable doubt”?

57. Give me an example of a time when you had reasonable doubt about something.

58. It would be unusual not to know someone who has at some time in their life been a victim of   ____________________.    I know it is embarrassing to talk about what has happened to this person and if you want to talk about this privately, please tell me. It is important that we know what kind of experiences you have had or someone that you know has had along those lines. It is my concern that if someone has had some kind of  bad experience that these feelings would affect their ability to be a fair juror in this case. Please raise your hand if you, a family member or any friend has ever been had some kind of experience with the  accusation or offense  of  __________________. If yes, please raise your hand so we can talk about it in private.

59. Have you, any family member or any friends ever had a bad experience involving the offense of   ______(offense)____?

61. I am concerned that if a juror has had negative experience they will have strong feelings and will hold it against ________. Do you think my concern a valid one? Why?

62. Do you know anyone who has ever been accused of  _________________ or been the victim of __________________? If yes,

a. Was there an arrest?

b. When did this occur?

c. What was the outcome?

d. What were your feelings at the time?

e. How do you feel about the incident now?

f. In light of that experience, how would you feel about serving as a juror in this case?

g.  What was the outcome?

h.  How did you feel about the outcome?

63. Do you know anyone who has been a victim of the offense of __________? What happened, what was the outcome and how did you feel about the outcome?

SUPPORT GROUPS

64. Have you, any member of your family or any close friends ever worked or volunteered at a job or activity which involved working at a battered woman's shelter or similar organization?

65. Are you, any member of your family or any close friends associated in any way with any group or organization supporting the accused or the victim in a ____offense_______________?

66. Are you a member of any support group(s)? What group(s)? How long have you been a member?

67. What was the reason for joining the group(s)?

68. What is the main benefit to being part of this group(s)?

69. How many other members are there in this group(s)?

70. Have you ever contributed money and/or time to this group or any similar group(s)?

71. Have you ever been to a support group meeting? If yes, please tell us about it.

TESTIFYING

72. Every citizen accused of a crime has a right not testify.  This is because the law says the prosecution has the burden of proving a person guilty and a Defendant does not have to prove he is innocent. How do you feel about this law?

73. What are some reasons why an innocent person would not testify?

74. What if the lawyer says the State did not prove their case so there is no reason for you to testify.

Is that a valid reason not to testify based upon your lawyer’s advice? Why?

75. If you were accused of a crime like this, would you testify? Why?

76. What if the jurors didn’t believe you?

77. I want to be the first one to tell you that   *I have not decided if he/she will testify or not        OR  ______ is going to testify. What is your reaction to that?

78. I have a concern that some jurors may feel that _________ will not be truthful because there is so much at stake. What do you think about my concerns?

79. How difficult do you think it would be for anyone accused of a crime like this to testify?

MISCELLANEOUS

95. Is there any questions I should have asked but haven’t?

96. Is there anything else I should know about you that would be important in deciding if you should be a juror in this case?

Challenge For Cause

FORMED AN OPINION

Use closed-ended questions with only "Yes" or "No" answers.

1. It seems you may feel (be of the opinion) that John is guilty of something or else he wouldn't be here. If that's how you feel, that's perfectly alright, I just need to know. Is that how you feel?

2. At this moment, you have some feelings or opinions that John is guilty, isn't that so?

There's nothing wrong with feeling this way.

3. You agree with me that once a person has formed an opinion about something, it's difficult, if not impossible, to set aside that opinion?

4. If you have formed an opinion that ________ is guilty of something, is it only human nature that it would be difficult to set that opinion aside?

5. [Juror’s Name], I appreciate your honesty and candor. Wouldn't you agree with me that once a person has formed an opinion about the guilt or innocence of a Defendant it wouldn’t be fair for that person to serve as a juror?

6. You agree with me you could be a good juror in any other case, but because of the opinions you have formed you might not be as fair a juror in this case?

7. Would you mind if I ask the Court that you be excused from serving as a juror in this case?

Challenge For Cause

VICTIM OF ________________

1. Being a good citizen means a person should vote, pay taxes and serve on a jury. A good citizen does not have to vote for a particular candidate, pay the same amount of taxes each year or serve on a particular case. Would you agree or disagree with that?

2. A good citizen is the one who says, “I do not feel I could be a fair and impartial juror in a case like this.” Do you agree that if a person feels that way, he/she should say that?

3. It is human nature for people to make decisions based on things that have happened in their own life. Wouldn't you agree that this is human nature?

4. Wouldn't you agree that in order for us to have the fairest possible jury, people who have been the victim of  _________________probably could not be totally, completely and absolutely impartial in view of their own experiences?

5. I have the feeling that if this was a DIFFERENT KIND OF CASE --- , you would be totally and completely impartial. Don't you agree with me?

6. But because of your own experiences, it is only human nature that you could not be totally, completely and absolutely impartial in this case.

7. And if I, the prosecutor or the judge asked you to set your own experiences aside, as human beings it is really impossible to do that?

8. Would it be okay with you if I ask the judge to excuse you from being a juror in this particular case
